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Background 
Green Seal currently references four options to demonstrate compliance for renewable energy in section 2.7.4 
of our GS-33 Standard for Hotels and Lodging Properties. As other local and regional specific renewable 
energy programs are available and have the potential to meet the same compliance as the currently listed 
programs, Green Seal will update the gold requirement for renewable energy. The updated language will allow 
Green Seal to approve other programs submitted on a case-by-case basis.  

As this is a substantive change that would require a formal standard revision in accordance with Green Seal’s 
Standard Development Manual, Green Seal will plan to incorporate this change during the next revision of the 
GS-33 Standard for Hotels and Lodging Properties. The anticipated timeline for revising the renewable energy 
requirements is to be determined.  

Deviation Requirements 
A product can receive certification to the GS-33 Standard for Hotels and Lodging Properties as of the date of 
this notice if they demonstrate they meet the criterion of 2.7.4 as follows: 

2.7.4 Renewable Energy. 
GOLD requirement   
The property shall: 

• use renewable energy for at least 25% of its needs, either via onsite production or certified
Renewable Energy Certificates.
OR
• be certified through the Center for Resource Solutions' Green-e Marketplace program17 or is a
Partner in the EPA’s Green Power Leadership Club18.
OR
• other local or regional renewable energy programs as approved by Green Seal.

Contact Us   
If you have questions or comments on this deviation notice, Green Seal certification, or the standard 
development process, please reach out to standards@greenseal.org.      

About Us   
Green Seal® is a global nonprofit organization with a mission to protect human health and the environment by 
accelerating the adoption of products that are safer and more sustainable. Since 1989, Green Seal has applied 
rigorous standards for health, environmental sustainability, and product performance to its certification 
programs to empower better purchasing decisions. Green Seal has certified thousands of products, services, 
and spaces from hundreds of leading companies and is specified by countless schools, government agencies, 
businesses, and institutions. Today, the Green Seal certification mark is a universal symbol that a product or 
service meets a high benchmark of health and environmental leadership. 




